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all this the Works and Days tells us nothing. There was no
point in putting into verse a detailed account of matters that
everybody knew all about. Also some of the most important
rites were " mysteries " and not to be revealed.
We do, however, know a good deal about the religious
calendar of Athens. Much of the information comes from very
late writers ; however, much of this is by way of comment on
the allusions of such writers as Aristophanes, in whose
time the old religious life of the countryside was still vigorous ;
and religion, as we have seen, is highly conservative ; so
that though the information requires careful criticism and
sifting, we can in the end accept a good deal of it with
confidence.1
Disregarding such comparatively late innovations of
civilized Athens as the Great Dionysia and the glorification
of the city-state in the Panathenaia, we find as we should
expect that most of this calendar is closely connected with
the farmer's year, and shall not be surprised to find three
of the greatest festivals coinciding exactly with the dates
fixed astronomically by Hcsiod for such important operations
as ploughing, vine-dressing, and harvest. On the whole we
may be confident that what follows is a fair specimen of the
early Greek religious calendar, and that similar old fertility
rites were widely celebrated in the Greek world. The Thes-
mophoria, for instance, was held at Sparta, Eretria, Corinthian
Syracuse, Ionian Abdera, and elsewhere.
Starting the year, as Hesiod does, with the ploughing-
season, at the end of October, fixed by the sunrise setting of
the Pleiades, we find Athens keeping the great festival of
the Thesmophoria, in honour of Demeter, on the eleventh,
twelfth, and thirteenth days of the month Pyanepsion,
known respectively as the day of Ascent and Descent, the
Fast, and the Fair Birth.2 It is a festival of the Mother
Goddess; moreover it is women who know how to bear
1 For all that follows general reference may here be made to Farnell,
Culls of the Greek States; J. E, Harrison, Prolegomena to Greek Religion;
and, on the Thesmophoria, Frazer's article in £lnc, Brit, (llth edition).
The meaning of the name Thesmophoria is obseure.
* £ on Ar, Themopbor,, 78-80, 585, and Photios* Lexikon s.v.

